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The Greek word philosophia “philosophy ) is a compound term which derives from the roots philein
“to love ) and sophia “wisdom ) and is commonly translated “love of wisdom. For Socrates, and
those who followed his example, the love of wisdom took the form of a disciplined re; ection about
human life and conduct. Though philosophical practice has taken many df; erent forms over the
centuries, the conception of philosophy as a process of critical inquiry aimed at a deeper understanding
of self and world remains the dominant one.

THE PROGRAM

e study of philosophy promotes the devel-
opment of analytical, critical and interpretive
abilities that are important for life in general.

e program in philosophy at Virginia Wesleyan
is designed to provide students with a coherent




